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MINI CONGRESS
BLOEM 2017
The fun and laughter echoing 

through the NAHYSOSA realm is 

balanced with the more serious and 

administrative ‘’behind-the-scenes’’ 

moments during the annual 

Executive Congress i.e. Mini 

Congress. This is a weekend in which 

all the affiliates of South Africa unite to 

discuss committee events and plans 

as well as to embrace and celebrate 

our Hellenic roots. Hours were spent 

engaging, innovating and being 

inspired by the passionate minds 

within our various committees and 

the Federation of Hellenic 

Communities and Societies of South 

Africa. This is a valuable weekend for 

organisational morale and is always 

topped off with a rewarding social 

(which was absolutely brilliant) once 

the formalities are covered. Thank 

you for having us, Bloem!

G R E E K  N A T I O N A L  D A Y  2 5  M A R C H

The year is 1821 and the date is 25 March, coinciding with  

celebration of the Annunciation (where the Angel Gabriel  

announced to the Virgin Mary that she would conceive the  

Son of God). The bishop Germanos of Patra initiates a final  

revolution against the Turks of the Ottoman Empire by  

raising the Greek flag at the monastery of Agia Lavra,  

Pelloponissos. ''Eleftheria i Thanatos''/''Freedom or Death'' is  

what the Greeks shouted as they fought a 9 year battle,  

reuniting Modern Greece in what we know as the Greek War 

of Independence. Here are some photos of celebrations  

taking place in South Africa: 

ΕΛΕΥΘΕΡIA Ή ΘAΝAΤΟΣ

EUGENIA PAPS
NAHYSOSA EDITOR



BEATS 
BY 
PHYC

On the 11th February, CYA together

with Miss Hellene, hosted

NAHYSOSA's first event of 2017,

TROPICANA MYKONOS NIGHTS!  After
months of planning and preparation,

we were blown away by the number of

people that walked through the doors

of Nicci Beach.  Hellenes from all over

South Africa came together for a night

of fun, dancing and incredible music.

Our DJs Marko Vidalis and Austin

Cassim made certain that the dance

floor was constantly full. 

We are proud to announce that

approximately 750 people attended

the event and R79 610 was donated to

the NAHYSOSA bursary fund.  We

would like to thank everyone who

attended and made the night as

incredible as it was. 

See you next year when we import

Mykonos to our South African soil yet

again.

TROPICANA

MYKONOS

 NIGHTS

R 79 610
donated to the bursary 
 fund from this event! 

TASO ATHANASIADES
PHYC EDITOR

On the 18th of March, youth from all 

over Gauteng gathered at Cappello, 

Brooklyn for the event of the month. 

With a turnout of over 250 people, 

Cappello catered for all of our needs. 

Cappello is a stylish and attractive 

venue for the youth of the community 

to experience a night out on the town,

draw out the inner dancers within 

the crowd by keeping everyone 

on the dance floor. The music 

ranged from deep house to our 

beloved Greek Zeimbekika, 

which lit up the dance floor both 

figuratively and literally. With an 

atmosphere filled with love, the 

formation of new friendships was 

unavoidable. An unforgettable 

night, by many standards, has 

brought the Greek youth of our 

community closer than ever 

before.

ALYSSA KLEOVOULOU
CYA VICE PRESIDENT

and boy did we 

paint that town 

red. 

Austin Cassim, 

George and 

Markoutha 

were our 

featured DJ’s 

for the night, 

managing to 



On the 6th of May NAHYSOSA SHA

hosted "Ping Pong Pa", our annual beer

pong festival. There were sixteen

teams of three to six members that

were entered. The tournament worked

similarly to the Soccer World Cup

whereby the teams were separated

into groups of four and playing against

each other to qualify for the knockout

stage. Each of the winners from the

four groups played each other in the

semifinals and this lead us into the

finals were the two final teams

competed for the golden trophy. The

team consisting of Alexi, Tasso and

Mikaela went home victorious. The

night then lead on to become a party

where many new members of SHA

were Introduced to the greater

NAHYSOSA Committee. We would 

like to thank the Greek Sporting Club 

and Mike for providing us with the 

venue as well as Tasso Nichas for 

providing the music and the 'gees'. 

We hope to see you all at our next 

event very soon! 

PING PONG PA

The HSA held their highly anticipated 

annual Taverna Evening and it was a 

great success! The restaurant was a 

sea of white togas and gold wreaths 

as the theme, Greek Gods and

Goddesses, brought out the 

Aphrodite and Zeus in everyone who 

attended. As usual, it was held at the 

wonderful Spiro's Taverna in Hout

Bay – from the food, to the dancing,  

to music; Spiro's always goes 

above and beyond to ensure an 

amazing time. The bus departed 

from UCT's Lower Campus as the 

weather took a turn for the worse 

but not even Cape Town's rainy 

winter can stop the Greeks and  

Saturday night was no exception! 

Thank you to all who organised 

and attended this 

event. See you all again next year!

ANNIE ACHILLEOS
SHA PRESIDENT

MAXINE SHAFF
HSA GENERAL MEMBER

MOTHERS DAY
The mothers in our community 

are very dear to us so we 

decided to spoil them a little on 

Mother’s Day. We began by 

reading a lovely poem to show 

them how much we appreciate 

them and all they do for us. Each 

mother received a rose and a 

piece of art created by their 

children. Also, what would 

Mother’s Day be without scones 

and cake? After the formalities, 

we treated our mothers to some 

eats whilst they enjoyed the 

company of friends and family. 

This was a very successful 

initiative from BHYA which made 

each mother feel loved, 

cherished and appreciated. 

IN THE FREE STATE

HSA TAVERNA

EVENING

On May 13th, HSA Rhodes hosted 

their first quiz night. With 10 teams 

ranging from 3-6 people and a 

generous bar tab, the evening 

consisted of a small intimate crowd 

with plenty of merriment. We had 

extensive help from the classics 

department of Rhodes University 

which taught us all a thing or two 

about ancient and modern Greece 

within 8 quiz rounds. Our winning 

team received a game drive at Addo 

Elephant Sanctuary. 

GREEK SOC 
RHODES

QUIZ NIGHT

MYRSINI CHRISTOU
BYHA SECRETARY

CHELSEA ANN COETZER

HSA RHODES PRESIDENT



HSA kicked off the year with a

bang, hosting an extremely

successful event to bring

together new and old members

to catch up, dance and play a

game of beer pong. With ‘Ice

Breakers’ being the first event

of the year for HSA and

ultimately a first impression of

the 2017 committee, it was

imperative to achieve a

successful and enjoyable night

with a positive turnout -- the

committee proved to do just

that.

Firstly, our expected number of

60 people was exceeded by 20,

amping up the party

atmosphere on the bus and at

the venue itself. Waiting for us

as we arrived were 6 beer pong

tables and many refreshments

to go around. Competition and

playful banter was in the air.

Following the games were

Greek music and dancing in

which people gladly joined,

giving everyone a

 taste of what a real Greek 

party is all about. The 

dancing was met with 

extreme enthusiasm by all 

parties as all were impressed 

with the dance moves the 

Greeks had to offer. I 

personally thought the party 

environment was perfect 

when it came to meeting 

new people as  everyone 

was free to 

do what they liked instead of 

being restricted or 

pressurized by any rules or 

requirements. Those who 

came enjoyed the evening 

and responded to 

everything with enthusiasm 

and excitement. Many 

newcomers felt completely 

comfortable and welcomed 

by regular members and 

those who knew the ropes. 

Hopefully this amazing 

turnout will repeat itself in 

our upcoming events this 

year!

MY BIG FAT GREEK HOUSE PARTY

On Sunday the 2nd of April, ECHYA 

hosted its first community Soccer Day. 

We were lucky enough to have fantastic 

weather and a very good turn out of 

community members who wanted to 

play some football. Youth of all ages and 

members from our main committee 

played some casual Sunday soccer. 

Boerewors rolls and spanakopita were on 

sale for the hungry players as well as their 

families that came to watch and support. 

It was a fun day and it was really lovely 

seeing the community coming together 

to have a good time. There was some 

great play and some excellent goals that 

were scored! Overall it was a very 

successful start in achieving our main 

goal for the year. We look forward to 

having another one of these events soon! 

SOCCER DAY
KEEPING FIT IN THE 

EASTERN CAPE SHA GREEK  
CORNER
The three main components 

of student life can be 

represented quite simply on a 

Venn Diagram: Sleep, social 

life and good grades. They 

often say that achieving the 

intersection of all three defies 

the laws of physics. 

As a Wits/SHA veteran, 

however, I have felt incessant 

relief knowing that I can fill 

the social void with a mass 

catch up at a buzzing Greek 

Corner twice every semester. 

Now to work on sleeping less 

and studying more... sigh. 

DARIO PATSALOS
ECHYA PRESIDENT

EUGENIA PAPS
NAHYSOSA EDITOR

KOSTANDINOS KAPPATOS
HSA CT PRESIDENT



''Wine is the answer, I just don't 
remember the question.'' - 
Anonymous

COME WINE WITH ME

The committee opted for something 

different and took inspiration from the 

well-known ‘’Wine Not’’ event 

that happens in Johannesburg every 

month. Our ‘’Come Wine With Me’’ spin- 

off was hosted under a Greek flag on a 

Saturday evening for people to unwind 

and relax after a long week at work or 

university. The event took place at the 

Greek hall where our church is -- the 

centre of our Hellenic pride and culture. 

Gys Butchery kindly sent someone to our 

event to braai for us while we danced and 

experienced an unforgettable evening.

EOKA was a Greek-Cypriot nationalist

organisation that fought a campaign

for the end of the British rule in Cyprus.

This organisation was led by Georgios

Grivas. EOKA, officially began on the

1st of April 1955 and this movement

was active from 1955–1959. EOKA

launched attacks on the British, with

the main goal of liberating Cyprus

from its colonial rulers. When the war  

ended in 1959, the British rule was

terminated in the island of Cyprus and

in the year 1960, the Republic of

Cyprus was established. EOKA

fighters are seen as war-time heros in

the eyes of Greek-Cypriots as it was

because of this movement that

Cyprus gained its independence and

there are now various monuments

dedicated to the members of EOKA.

On Sunday, 2 April, we attended the

Germiston church where the

president of CYA as well as other

important people layed a wreath for

those who fought for the liberation.

We then went to the Cyprus Club

where the Cypriot Brotherhood

hosted a luncheon in commemoration

of this day. There were some

inspirational speeches and

presentations. There was also a

performance by the Mary

Vassiliou Greek Dancers and a choir

that sang, all accompanied but a

delicious lunch sponsored by the

Cypriot Brotherhood. It was a lovely

luncheon and we hope to see more

people there to commemorate those

who fought for our independence.

LIBERATION 
OF CYPRUS & 
EOKA 
ETHNIKI ORGANOSIS 

KYPRION AGONISTON- 

THE NATIONAL 

ORGANIZATION OF 

CYPRIOT FIGHTERS

CYA PRESIDENT

LITSA KAPARELIOTIS

MYRSINI CHRISTOU
BHYA SECRETARY

IN BLOEMFONTEIN WITH BHYA



UJHA started a 'Shoe For You'

Campaign from the 1st of May

till the 1st of July. The team set a

target for their campaign and

their target was to bring in 200

pairs of shoes. UJHA is very

proud to say that the committee

managed to collect 475 pairs of

shoes! On Saturday the 1st of

July 2017, some of the UJHA

committee members went to

hand over all the items collected

through their Shoe For You

campaign at The Samaritan

House in Boksburg. It was the

committees first time working

with this incredible organisation.

The Samaritan House is a

charity organisation that helps

its community with a variety of

things and provides free grade R

education for the children  

in the community in the space of their 

own homes. UJHA team members 

were honored to be help and be a part 

of this amazing charity organization. 

The hearts of the committee opened 

up while understanding 

and witnessing what The Samaritan 

House is doing for its community. 

UJHA will definitely continue to help 

them out in the future! 

UJHA
SHOE FOR YOU

EDITOR
EUGENIA PAPATHANASSIU

Can differentiate between ''your'' and ''you're''

PRESIDENT
ANDREAS COULBANIS
Always replying to e-mails

TREASURER
PHILLIP CHRISTOU
Good with numbers

CONGRESS COORDINATOR
ANDROULLA PAPAVARNAVAS
Hobbies: www.booking.com

SECRETARY
MICHAELA KAPARELIOTIS

Really fast at typing

AFFILIATE 

TREASURER
COSTAS MARTALAS
Also good with numbers

PAN-HELLENIC/CALENDAR 

COORDINATOR
ELENI BIZOS

Never misses an appointment

MISS HELLENE 

COORDINATOR
IRINI MOUTZOURIS
Was once Miss Hellene

INFORMATION
ANGELIKI VAYANOS
#usesMoreDataThanYou

WEBMASTER
TASSO NICHAS

Converts coffee into code

DESIGN
SOTIRIS STERGIOU

Photoshop level: 10000000

LASTLY, MEET THE NAHYSOSA 2017 TEAM...

UJHA GENERAL MEMBER

IRENE ANGELOPOULOS

475 PAIRS 
OF SHOES COLLECTED!


